Mitral valve surgery in a patient with systemic artery-to-pulmonary artery fistulas.
We report the case of a 68-year-old woman with severe mitral valve regurgitation and concomitant multiple systemic artery-to-pulmonary artery fistulas. Endovascular embolization of the fistulas was unable to control her heart failure, and mitral valve replacement was also performed. Steps were taken during mitral valve surgery to ensure an adequate operative field in the left atrium, despite the large volume of in-pouring blood from the pulmonary vein.